
 

Mrs. Renne jrenne@basd.net 

Middle school orchestra offers a beginning, intermediate or advanced student a sequenced presentation of the concepts and skills 
required to learn to play a bowed stringed instrument. Among topics presented are: instrument care, tuning and intonation, reading 
musical notation, fingering and bowing skills and study of musical style and forms used during various musical periods in history. 
Emphasis is placed on developing critical thinking skills, psychomotor skills, performance skills, evaluation abilities, goal-setting and 
initiative set within a framework of music appreciation and understanding of the value of music as a form for deeper expression. 

It is required that students come with all of the correct materials to every class. Not having the materials will affect the student’s class 
grade. All students are eligible to participate in orchestra regardless of their individual financial circumstances. If you cannot afford to 
purchase or rent an instrument of quality or any of the supplies listed below, please contact Mrs. Renne. The district owns several 
instruments and has a few extra supplies that students can use for no cost. 

 
All students must acquire an instrument to participate in orchestra. The instrument must possess certain markers of quality, including 
working fine tuners, pegs and fingerboard made of ebony wood, and bow hair made from real horse hair. Additionally, the instrument 
must be of natural wood color. Painted instruments are novelty instruments. Please avoid purchasing instruments online, but rather 
purchase or rent an instrument from a reputable instrument dealer. 

 

 Orchestra folder (provided) or binder 
 Instrument and bow of good quality from a reputable 

instrument vendor. No unusual colored instruments, as this 
is almost always a sign of poor quality. 

 Name tag attached to your instrument case. 
 Shoulder Rest for violin and violas. 
 Endpin Rest (Rock Stop) for cellos and basses. 
 Rosin with the student's name. Basses use rosin made 

specifically for basses. 
 Cotton cloth to clean strings after each use and prolong 

their lifespan. A bandana or handkerchief is great. 
 Pencil with eraser. Keep a few extras in your case.

 
 Chromebook, Computer or iPad with internet connection 

for SmartMusic assignments. 
 Headphones for SmartMusic assignments. 
 Music stand for home practice. 

 

Fingernails must be kept short at all times. It is impossible for your child to play with long fingernails and maintain good posture, let 
alone play in tune. If a student comes to class with long nails, they will not be able to fully participate in the class. 

 

If your instrument needs repair, please contact Mrs. Renne immediately and she will advise you toward the best course of action. Do not 
try to repair the instrument yourself. 

 

Students are permitted to transport all sizes of violin and viola on the BASD school busses. Cellos and basses are not permitted on BASD 
school busses. Please contact Mrs. Renne if you are unable to provide transportation for your child’s instrument to school on the required 
days. 



 

Orchestra meets as a large group during 9th period. Attendance is mandatory, and missed rehearsals cannot be made up. Students 
who miss a rehearsal are responsible to find out the work they missed. 
 
Students are graded at rehearsals on the following scale: 
 Instrument & bow   = 5 points 
 Orchestra Binder or Chromebook =  5 points 
 Positive contribution  = 5 points 

Lessons (small group classes) occur during the school day. The teacher tries to schedule lessons so as not to occur on the same day as 
rehearsals.  That way, the student can attend tutorial on the afternoon of the lesson to find what they missed in class while attending the 
orchestra lesson. Students must attend 1 lesson each cycle. 
 
If a student misses a lesson, they can attend any lesson of the same grade-level as a make-up.  Students do not need to schedule a 
make-up lesson with the teacher - they can simply show up.   There is no grade penalty for make-up lessons. 
 
Since the lessons take place during another scheduled class, orchestra students must be present in their classroom teacher’s room for 
attendance. Students should “check in” with their classroom teacher before proceeding to the orchestra lesson.  That means, students will 
arrive at their orchestra lesson a few minutes after the class period has begun.  
 

Each marking period, the lowest lesson grade will be dropped. 
 
Students are graded at lessons on the following scale: 
 Instrument & bow   = 5 points 
 Chromebook (charged)   =  5 points 

Orchestra binder   = 5 points 
 Positive contribution  = 5 points 

 
Badges:  When the student attends a lesson (scheduled or make-up) and earns the full points possible, it will be counted 
toward the completion of a special badge.   

Students will have various activities assigned via their google classroom to reinforce their learning.  Google Forms and Edpuzzle 
activities will be automatically scored.  Late assignments will be accepted with no penalty until the end of the marking period.  Students 
may re-submit any Google Form or Edpuzzle assignment to try again for a higher score.  Only the highest score earned on each assignment 
will be transferred into the gradebook.   

 
Badges:  Scores of 100% on a set of Google Form and Edpuzzle assignments will be counted toward the completion of a 
special badge. 

 

Exercises are carefully curated to assist students with the learning of skills and techniques needed to perform music well.  Students will 
be asked to choose a minimum number of exercises from a list of choices.  Students will complete assigned exercises via their 
SmartMusic accounts.  The list of choices will include a variety of skill levels for each exercise.  Scores from SmartMusic will be increased 
by 10% when transferred into the PowerSchool gradebook.  In other words, there will be a 10% “bump” given to each completed 
assignment.  Late work will be accepted with no penalty until the end of the marking period. However, students who turn in SmartMusic 
assignments after the due date must complete the “Contact Mrs. Renne Form” on Google Classroom to let the teacher know that the 
assignment has been submitted.  Some students will need to make many attempts before achieving their desired score on these assignments. 
 

Badges:  If the student completes more than the requirement (must have a score of 90% or higher from SmartMusic), each 
exercise will be counted toward the completion of a special badge.   

Concert music pieces are carefully selected to help students learn a variety of developmentally appropriate skills, techniques, genres 
and styles.  Students will complete assigned sections (or “whole piece”) of the Concert Music via their SmartMusic accounts.  Scores from 
SmartMusic will be increased by 10% when transferred into the PowerSchool gradebook.  In other words, there will be a 10% “bump” 



 

given to each completed assignment.  Some students will need to make many attempts before achieving their desired score on these 
assignments. 
 

Badges:  If a student is able to score 100% on a Concert Music assignment, the score will be counted toward the completion of 
a special badge. 

Students will be formally assessed once per marking period during lessons.  These assessments are carefully planned to provide 
students with useful feedback about their progress on specific skills and techniques needed to perform their instrument well.  Students 
will be assessed using a rubric that evaluates skills in a variety of areas.  Grades from In-Person Assessments are based on student 
growth over time.  
Students are graded at lessons on the following scale: 
 Growth in 3 or more categories = 40 points, 100% 
 Growth in 2 categories   = 36 points, 90% 

Growth in 1 category  = 32 points, 80% 
Growth in 0 categories  = 28 points, 70% 
 
Badges:  If a student is able to demonstrate growth in all of the categories, they will be counted toward the completion of a 
special badge. 

Middle School Orchestras & Choirs Winter Concert 
Tuesday, January 17    7:30 PM, @ BAMS Auditorium 

 
Middle School Orchestras Spring Concert 
Monday, May 22     7:30 PM, @ BAMS Auditorium 

 

Performances are an integral part of this course. Therefore, students are required to attend all performances. It is expected that 
students stay for the entirety of the performance event. 
 
There are several different situations for which absence from a performance may be necessary. It is impossible to plan for every 
possible situation; however, communication between the student, parent and director will provide for an outcome considering the needs 
of everyone involved. 

● If a student is too sick to attend or complete the school day on the day of a concert, BASD policy dictates that a student is 
not permitted to attend the performance. After the director has received a communication from a parent or guardian, the 
student will receive a grade of “excused” for the performance. 

● Several other situations will necessitate a communication from a parent or guardian before a student can receive a grade 
of “excused” for the performance. These include: medical emergency, death in the family, religious observance, absence 
previously excused by the school (such as educational trip) or a one-time family event (such as a wedding). 

 

TOP: Solid white shirt. Shoulders must be covered. A white button-down and black necktie is encouraged for boys. 
BOTTOM: Solid black trousers or skirts (must be knee-length or longer). Avoid jeans if possible. 
SHOES: Avoid sneakers if possible. Dress shoes are encouraged. 
 

The BAMS Orchestra is primarily an educational experience for the participants. Therefore, performance seating assignments are not 
made the way professional orchestras do – by ranking musicians solely based on playing skills. Instead, seating decisions are influenced 
by several factors that may include: student leadership skills, years of experience, playing skills, the musical needs of the section, and or 
balance across the ensemble. The result is that the most and least skilled players will be distributed across the orchestra, and not 
necessarily be placed in the front or back rows. 
 

Students will receive a concert grade based upon completion of the following responsibilities. 
 



 

Student was prepared for the performance with…. 
Instrument and accessories      = 25 points 

 Paper copies of concert music    = 25 points 
Positive contribution to all aspects of the event = 25 points 
Performance dress code     = 25 points 

 
Badges:  When the student attends a concert and earns the full points possible, it will be counted toward the completion of a 
special badge.   

All students enrolled in orchestra are also members of the BAMS Orchestra Club. The club meets some Fridays after school, 3:15-4:00.  
Interested students can participate in extra rehearsals and fun musical activities. Orchestra Club events are neither graded nor 
mandatory. Student officers will be elected to serve as President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary. Orchestra Club members 
might have an opportunity to participate in fundraising efforts. Parents will need to pick up their child from school after Orchestra Club 
events.  

 
Badges:  Orchestra Club officers will receive a special badge. 



 

Parents/Guardians, please initial to confirm that your child has the 
required supplies for class. 
 

 
______  Instrument and bow of good quality from a 
reputable instrument vendor. No unusual colored 
instruments. 

 
______  Name tag attached to your instrument case. Student’s name must be on the name tag. 
 
______  Shoulder Rest for violin and violas. Label with student’s name. or Endpin Rest for cellos and basses. 
Label with student’s name. 

 
______  Rosin Label with student's name. Basses must use bass rosin. 
 
______  Cotton cloth to clean strings after each use and prolong their lifespan. A bandana or handkerchief 
works fine. 

 
______  Pencil with eraser. Keep a few in your case. 
 

 
______Chromebook, Computer or iPad with internet connection for SmartMusic assignments. 
 
______ Headphones for SmartMusic assignments. 
 
______ Music stand for home practice. 

 
Students and parents/guardians, please read the Orchestra Handbook and sign below to indicate your understanding 
and support of the classroom system. 
 

______________________ _________   ____________ 
Student Name      Grade   Instrument 
 
 

______________________ ______________   _______ 
Parent/Guardian signature        Date  Student signature         Date 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Winter Concert 
Tuesday, January 17 

7:30 PM, @ BAMS Auditorium 
 

Spring Concert 
Monday, May 22 

7:30 PM, @ BAMS Auditorium 


